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Lʍᴝˏʞ ˑr˛ʗ ˁɯʍ Vicˉʞ 

VISIT OUR BENEFICE WEBSITE: 

www.thepriorychurches.co.uk 

Dear Friends 

2020 has already proved to 

be a very challenging year.  It 

began with those awful fires in 

Australia that destroyed so 

much human life, wildlife and 

homes.  In our own country we 

have been battered by storm 

after storm ï the news has 

been full of awful pictures of 

lives devastated by flooding 

and homes destroyed.  And 

now, we find ourselves facing 

the most difficult situations, a 

worldwide virus pandemic. 

I suspect that most of us will 

feel anxious about Coronavirus; 

it has certainly created fear, 

suspicion and panic across our 

country.  We are in unchartered 

waters ï we look for leadership 

from our government and 

advice from those in the know.  

Ultimately how things will turn 

out is anyoneôs guess, but what 

we do know is that the elderly 

and 

the vulnerable find 

themselves on the frontline of 

suffering the most. 

As I reflect upon these issues, I 

am drawn back into the last 

century; how people coped with 

war and disease on a much 

larger scale.  Back then people 

pulled together, drawing on a 

greater sense of humanity ï 

beyond the individual, to a 

more ówe are all in this 

togetherô approach.  For me, 

these values must still be the 

best response.  In churches we 

have changed our worship ï 

not using the communal chalice 

and not sharing the peace 

physically ï so that we too play 

our part in reducing the spread 

of this awful outbreak. 

The Coronavirus has also 

coincided with the season of 

Lent and Easter; a time for the 

church to reflect and pray.  

STOP PRESS. Under Church of England guidelines 

all churches are now closed for public worship until 

further notice. However, St Maryôs will be 

open each day for private 
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Date 

 

Readings 

 

Readers 

 

Gospel 

 

Inter-

cessors 

 

Welcomers 

 

Offertory 

Procession 

5 April  Dramatized 

reading 

 Minister Janet Bennett 

Rosemary Nicol 

First Sunday 

12 April Acts 10: 

34ð43 

Alison Davis Matt 28: 

1ð10 

Minister Sue Absolom 

Jill Ward 

Hilary & Tony 

Craig 

19 April Acts 2: 14a 

& 22ð32 

Bill Howkins John 20: 

19ðend 

Wendy 

Trafford 

Alan & Liz 

Austin 

Veronica Jull 

Michelle Levick  

 

26 April Acts 2: 14a 

& 36ð41 

Johnny Culley Luke 24: 

13ð35 

Caroline 

Hutchins 

Margaret & 

Mike Wharton 

K Minchin 

Margaret Pratt 

From the Registers 

Weddings: Steven Watkins & Chloe Dalton;  David Attmore & India Culley. 

Funerals:  Patricia Ricketts; Win Berry. 

Easter Breakfast -  

Sunday April 12th 

Through our services we pray for 

the world and those affected by 

this outbreak. We also make a 

strong connection between Godôs 

earthly appearance in the form 

of Jesus Christ and our human 

story. So we connect our 

suffering with his suffering ï his 

compassion and our need for 

compassion ï his love for Godôs 

creation and our love for each 

other.  Jesusô ultimate mission 

was to bring about Godôs 

Kingdom óon earth as in heavenô 

- and at the heart of this was a 

radical call to be more human 

than we could ever imagine. So 

as we face these challenges, let us 

do it together ï looking out for 

each other, protecting the 

vulnerable and weak ï mindful 

that whether faith is our thing or 

not, that life is so much better 

shared with others, in family, 

community and society. 

May I wish you all a blessed 

Easter. 

Derek 
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CHURCH DIARY for AprilðSTOP PRESS  
Most of these events are cancelledðplease check 

Wednesday 1 10.00am St Maryôs Holy Communion 

Thursday 2 11.00 St Maryôs Easter Service  
   Easebourne Primary School 
 

Sunday 5 Palm Sunday 

 8.30am St James Holy Communion 

 10.30am St Maryôs Family Service 

 6.00pm St Peterôs Evensong 
 

Monday 6 3.30pm St Maryôs Messy Church 

 7.30pm St Maryôs Lent Course 

Tuesday 7 7.00pm Refectory Womenôs Fellowship 

    Beetle Drive 

Wednesday 8 10.00 St Maryôs Holy Communion 

 3.00PM GWR Afternoon Tea 

 7.00pm St Maryôs  Wedding Rehearsal  

Thursday 9 Maundy Thursday  

 7.00pm Refectory/   Dramatised Eucharist 

  St Maryôs     

Friday 10 Good Friday 

 10.30am St James Benefice Pilgrimage 

 2.00pm St Maryôs Hour at the Cross 

Saturday 11 12noon St Maryôs Wedding 
 

Sunday 12 Easter Sunday 

 8.30am St James Holy Communion 

 8.30am Refectory Easter Breakfast 

 9.45am St Peterôs Easter Service 

 11.00am St Maryôs Easter Service 
 

Wednesday 15      NO HOLY COMMUNION 

Thursday 16 7.00pm St Maryôs Wedding Rehearsal 

Saturday 18 1.00pm St Maryôs Wedding   
   

Sunday 19 2 Sunday of Easter 

 8.30am St James Holy Communion 

 10.30am St Maryôs Holy Communion 

 12.30pm St Maryôs Baptism 
 

Wednesday 22 10.00am St Maryôs Holy Communion 
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Sunday 26 3 Sunday of Easter 

 9.00am St Peterôs Holy Communion 

 10.30am St Maryôs Holy Communion 
 

Tuesday 28 10.00am St Maryôs Toddlers Time 

Wednesday 29 10.00am St Maryôs Holy Communion 

Thursday 30 7.00pm St Maryôs Wedding Rehearsal 

Saturday 2 2.00pm St Maryôs Wedding 

 

MAY 

Sunday 3 4 Sunday of Easter 

 8.30am St James Holy Communion 

 10.30am St Maryôs Family Service 

 6.00pm St Peterôs Evensong 

CHURCH DIARY (contôd) 

Coronavirus 

With the outbreak of Coronavirus we all find ourselves living in 

difficult times.  The biggest blessing is that local groups and people 

are now putting in place measures to help those who are elderly 

and vulnerable.  The church has a rich resource of human care and 

would like to offer itself for support, 

alongside other groups.  So if you know of 

someone who needs help, and that includes 

hearing a friendly voice on the end of a 

phone when people feel lonely, then please 

make contact with our benefice churches, 

by either ringing the parish phone 01730 

812655, by emailing 

stmaryeasebourne@hotmail.com or by looking on our website 

www.thepriorychurches.co.uk for more information. 

Together, we are really together. 

Rev Derek Welsman 

mailto:stmaryeasebourne@hotmail.com
http://www.thepriorychurches.co.uk
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3.30ñ6.00pm on Monday 6 April  
at St Maryõs Church Easebourne 
for the parishes of Lodsworth,  

Selham and Easebourne  
A relaxed and informal church with a  warm 
welcome for the whole family. Crafts, songs, 

drama, food and plenty of opportunity to have fun and make a mess!  

 
More details from Alison Davis ñTel 816642 or Lynne Todd 01798 861399  

Afternoon TeañWednesday 8th April  
You are invited to join us on Wednesday 8th April 

for Afternoon Tea in the George West Room at 

3.00pm.   If transport is a problem, please ring 

Hilary on 813923.  Please feel free to invite anyone 

you know to come along and join us for an 

afternoon of tea and chats. 

ôToddlers Tooõ  
Tuesdays at 10.00am  

 8 and 22 April  
Songs and Stories for toddlers  

and a cup of tea for mum!  
 

at St Maryôs Church EasebourneðFor details ring 812655  

We were all looking forward to the 
reopening of the village Post 
Office, originally scheduled very 
conveniently to coincide with the 
press date of ñUnitedò.  

Unfortunately, due to technical 
and organisational problems there 
have been frustrating delays and 
no-one is now certain of the 
opening date. 

The delays have been very trying 
for the Mahadevan family in the 
shop, and have not been helped 
by the recent wet weather and the 
threat of flooding. Despite the 
problems they seem to enjoy 
being part of the Easebourne 
community. 

Vickey and Kirisha came to 
England from Sri Lanka in 2000 to 

Village Post Office ï Opening Delayed! 
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join other members of their family 
and to seek a better life. They 
settled in Hounslow where their 
son, Vikish, was born. Vickey ran 
a general store in Hounslow while 
Kirisha worked in a large Crown 
Post Office in Farringdon, which 
had 12 counters, so managing 
one counter in Easebourne should 
be easy! The busy Farringdon 
office handled high-value 
packages for the diamond and 
jewellery businesses in Hatton 
Garden and served a very busy 
commercial area. 

The family moved to Easebourne 
two years ago and soon found 
themselves at home in a quiet, 
beautiful and historic area where 
everyone was welcoming, helpful 
and friendly. Vikish enjoys 
attending Easebourne Primary 
School. Kirishaôs delicious cooking 
has featured at the White Horse. 

Worshippers at St.Maryôs church 
are grateful for the milk that is 
supplied by the Village Store each 
Sunday for after-service coffee 

The installation of a Post Office 
counter has meant some 
rearrangement of the shop and 
the loss of some profitable 
business, so it is important that 
the opening is not further 
delayed. Once the Post Office is 
opened and is once more able to 
serve as a focus of the community 
it will need regular customers. 
There may be some early 
restrictions on the services that 
the new Post Office can offer but 
new services will be dependent on 
demand. So, it is up to us, the 
customers.  

Use it or lose it! 

Anthony Knight 

 

1907 photograph of Easebourne 

Village Shop and post office 


